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THE FINNISH EDUCATION SYSTEM

FINLAND IN BRIEF

Area:   338 000 sq.km; 68% forest, 10% water, 6% cultivated land

Form of government:  Democratic republic

Population:   5, 2 million

Population density:  17 inhabitants per sq.km

Life expectancy:   Men 74 years, women 81 years

Offi cial languages:  Finnish (93%) and Swedish (6%)

Religions:   85 % Evangelical Lutheran, 1% Orthodox, 13% unaffi liated

Structure of economy:  Employed persons by sector: 66 % in services, 
   28% in secondary production, 6% in primary production

Gross domestic product
per capita:   approx. FIM 133 270
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The Finnish education system consists of pre-school edu-
cation, comprehensive school, post-comprehensive gen-
eral and vocational education, higher education and adult 
education. 

The traditional long-term objectives of Finnish ed-
ucation policy have been to raise the general standard of 
education and to promote educational equality. Efforts 
have been made to provide all population groups and re-
gions of the country with equal educational opportuni-
ties. These are the basic tenets of the educational reforms 
carried out over the last few decades. The comprehensive 
school system, the vocational education reform, the re-
gionalization of universities and the polytechnic (ammat-
tikorkeakoulu) reform have all been consistent with this 
approach. 

Today special attention is being paid to the con-
tent of education and the methods of instruction, as well 
as educational standards and equality. Increasing overall 
fl exibility and the opportunities for individual choice are 
also considered important and internationalization has also 
emerged as a key objective. 

Pre-school education is provided in a day care centre or 
a comprehensive school in the year preceeding the begin-
ning of school. 

Comprehensive school is a nine-year system (with a vol-
untary 10th form)  providing education for all children of 
compulsory school age. Every Finnish citizen is required to 
complete this education. The school starting age is seven.  

General upper secondary schools and vocational schools 
give post-comprehensive school education. The general up-
per secondary schools offer a three-year general education 

The Finnish education system

curriculum, at the end of which the pupil takes the nation-
al matriculation examination, which is the general eligibil-
ity criterion for higher education. The matriculation ex-
amination consists of four compulsory subjects and one or 
more optional ones. Candidates may take it in three con-
secutive examinations, that is, over a period of 18 months. 
There are four compulsory tests in the matriculation ex-
amination:  mother tongue (either Finnish or Swedish, 
depending on the language of instruction at the school), 
the other national  language, a foreign language, and ei-
ther mathematics or general studies test. In addition, can-
didates may take optional tests. 

The general upper secondary school network covers 
the entire country. The schools follow a national core cur-
riculum, but recently the range of choice has been broad-
ened. Individual schools can cultivate a more distinct im-
age; some upper secondaries have a specialized curriculum, 
giving emphasis to the arts or some other fi eld. Upper sec-
ondary school has traditionally constituted the main chan-
nel to university education. 

Finnish vocational education and training is tradi-
tionally institution-based to a very large extent. Taught 
courses form the core of the programmes but on-the-job 
training is nowadays included in the study programme in 
all fi elds. From 2001 onwards all the qualifi cations will be 
based on three-year courses and they will produce general 
eligibility for higher education. An initial vocational quali-
fi cation can be completed through apprenticeship training 
also. In addition to these, a vocational qualifi cation can 
also be taken as a competence-based examination evalu-
ated by an examination board. 
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The Finnish higher education system comprises 
two parallel sectors: universities and polytechnics. The 
polytechnics were established during the reform process 
of the 1990’s, and now a network of 29 polytechnics cov-
ers the entire country. Polytechnic degrees are Bachelor-
level higher education degrees with a professional empha-
sis and take 3,5 to 4 years to complete.  

There are 20 universities in Finland, ten of which 
are multifaculty institutions and ten specialist institutions. 
Of the specialist institutions three are universities of tech-
nology, three are schools of economics and business ad-
ministration, and the remaining four are art academies. 
In addition, university-level education is provided at one 
military academy under the Ministry of Defence. All uni-
versities engage in both education and research and have 
the right to award doctorates. The fi rst university degree, 
which roughly corresponds to a Bachelor’s, can generally 
be attained in three years of full-time study and the higher, 
Master’s degree in fi ve years, i.e. a further two years fol-
lowing the Bachelor’s degree. There is also an optional pre-
doctoral postgraduate degree of licentiate, which can be 
completed in two years of full-time study after the Mas-
ter’s degree. Full-time studies for a doctorate take approxi-
mately four years following the Master’s degree. 

Adult education, which is designed for the entire 
working-age population, has expanded rapidly in the 
past few years. Independent sponsoring organizations and 
evening schools provide general adult education. Adult 
education at universities comprises further education and 
open university courses. Each university has a centre for 
continuing education. 

Standard of education and range of services

The standard of education in Finland has risen sharply in 
recent decades. By international comparison, Finland is 
currently at the general European level. Young people are 
more likely to have completed a certifi cate, diploma or de-
gree than their elders are. In the 25-34 age group, 83 per 
cent have completed at least a degree at the upper  second-
ary level; the corresponding fi gures are 37 per cent for the 
55-64 age group. The rising trend still continues, and the 
proportion of young people in education is very high.

The principle in planning educational services is 
to offer the entire age group completing comprehensive 
school a study place in either general upper secondary edu-
cation or upper secondary vocational education. Openings 
in higher education will be offered to c. 65 per cent of the 
age group. 

With the exception of certain areas (e.g. enginee-
ring, social services, health sciences), sexual equality can 
be considered to have been achieved in Finnish education. 
There is less differentiation by sex in the university discip-
lines than at other levels of study. There are still regional 
differences in education: the proportion of people aged 15 
or more who have at least a degree at the upper secondary 
level varies locally from 50 per cent to 60 per cent, while 
the rate for the whole country is 55 per cent. Social backg-
round still affects educational choices: children of blue-
collar workers and farmers tend to opt for vocational edu-
cation, whereas the children of white-collar workers usu-
ally go to university. However, the rising education level 
of parents should gradually affect their children’s choices: 
the more highly educated the parents are, the more willing 
their children usually are to obtain a higher qualifi cation.
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Educational, research and cultural appropriations in
the State budget and supplementary budgets and

their distribution by sector in 1999 (%)
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Resources 

In Finland, spending on public education accounts for 13 
per cent of all public expenditure. Some two thirds of this 
consists of State funding and one third of municipal fund-
ing. Public expenditure on education was 6,2 per cent of 
GDP in 1997.

Instruction is usually free of charge at all levels of 
education; there are no tuition fees. Compulsory educati-
on is completely free of charge for the pupils, but at higher 
levels of education, students may have to pay for study 
materials, meals and transport. 

The accompanying table presents the percentages 
of total expenditure for all types of institutions in 1999. 

In addition to expenditure by educational institu-
tions, the study includes calculated payments to pension 
insurance funds and pensions paid to comprehensive and 
upper secondary school teachers and the cost of pre-pri-
mary education for 3-6-year-olds at day-care centres. 
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Administration of education 

Parliament enacts laws on education and decides on the 
general principles of education policy. The Government 
and the Ministry of Education are charged with imple-
menting these principles at the central government level. 

Nearly all publicly funded education, from prima-
ry to higher, is steered or supervised by the Ministry of 
Education. Training related to national defence, law and 
order, and some aspects of communications and transport 
is administered by other ministries. Most existing private 
institutions are in the vocational sector, but they, too, rely 
heavily on public funding, and the education they provide 
is subject to public supervision. The universities are State 
institutions and funded directly from the budget; the Sta-
te and local authorities provide most of the funds for the 
other educational institutions. 

The Ministry of Education is charged with the ad-
ministration of education, research, culture, youth issues 
and sports; its remit includes all universities and poly-
technics. In matters related to comprehensive and upper 
secondary school, vocational institutions and adult educa-
tion, the Ministry is assisted by an expert agency, the Na-
tional Board of Education. 

The Finnish Higher Education Evaluation Council 
(FINHEEC) advises the Ministry of Education and assists 
the higher education institutions, i.e. universities and po-
lytechnics. 

The Academy of Finland, the Finnish Research 
Council organization, also comes under the aegis of the 
Ministry of Education. Its purpose is to further scientifi c 
research and its utilization, promote international coope-
ration, serve as an advisory body on science policy issues, 
and allocate funds for research and other scientifi c purpo-
ses. The Academy of Finland is the main external funding 
body of university research and, along with the universi-
ties themselves, bears the main responsibility for basic re-
search. Public funding for technology and development is 
channelled through the National Technology Agency (Te-
kes) which also plays a major role in external funding of 
the universities. 

The Science and Technology Policy Council is res-
ponsible for promoting major issues related to science, 
technology and scientifi c training. The Council advises the 
Government and Ministries on the orientation and coor-
dination of science and technology policy, the general de-
velopment of scientifi c research and training and Finnish 
participation in international scientifi c and technological 
cooperation. The Prime Minister acts as chairman of the 
Council and the other members comprise the minister res-
ponsible for higher education and science, the minister in 
charge of industrial affairs, the Minister of Finance, two 
other ministers and ten non-ministerial members who are 
experts in scientifi c research and development or techno-
logy. 
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Finland has 20 universities - ten multidisciplinary institu-
tions, six specialist institutions and four art academies - all 
of them State-run and engaged in both education and re-
search. The university network covers the entire country. 
The university system expanded from the 1960s to the 
1980s and there was a rapid growth in resources and an in-
crease in independent decision-making from the mid-
1980s up to 1990.  In the 1990s, the functional independ-
ence of universities has continued to grow, while attention 
has focused increasingly on improving performance and 
quality. 

University-level education is also provided by a mi-
litary academy under the Ministry of Defence. 

There are 29 polytechnics, most of which are mul-
tidisciplinary institutions maintained by municipalities or 
federations of municipalities. The polytechnic reform was 
launched at the beginning of the 1990’s with an expe-
rimental and development phase. The polytechnics were 
formed on the basis of post-secondary vocational institu-
tions by raising their standards and by merging several in-
stitutions to create multi-fi eld polytechnics. After evalua-
tions the Government granted permanent operating licen-
ces for polytechnics, and all the polytechnics have a per-
manent licence from August 2000.
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At the end of 1999, the Government fi xed the guidelines 
for higher education up to the year 2004. Education and 
research are crucial to Finland’s strategy for the future, 
which aims at the well-being of its citizens, cultural diver-
sity, sustainable development and prosperity. 

The watchwords in education policy over the next 
few years will be high quality, educational equality and the 
principle of lifelong learning. Finland is to be developed 
into a humane knowledge-based society through education 
and research. The Government is committed to maintain 
the high level of public funding to the education and rese-
arch system. Special attention will be paid to developing 
teaching and learning at all levels of education through te-
acher education and guidance services. 

In order to meet the needs of the regions the higher 
education institutions must pay special attention to de-
veloping their regional responsiveness through intensifi ed 
cooperation with local business and industries and by fa-
cilitating transfer of expertise to working life. The higher 
education system will be developed as a whole compri-
sing the two sectors in which universities and polytechnics 
complement each other. 

The system of higher education degrees will be de-
veloped to correspond to the needs of working life and 
also in view of the international development of degree 
structures. 

In a nutshell,  development of education and rese-
arch in the early years of the 21st century will focus on: 

– basic educational security: no tuition fees at any lev-
el of education,  regionally and linguistically covering 
school and higher education network, students’ fi nan-
cial aid schemes

– principle of lifelong learning: pre-school education 
for all, large provision of education  at all levels, better 
fi nancial  opportunities for liberal education and profes-
sional upgrading, raising the level of education among 
the middle-aged population, development of vocational 
competence-based qualifi cations, targeting educational 
services for third-age students

– implementing the information strategy for research 
and education: securing knowledge and skills in the 
knowledge-based society for all, developing initial and 
in-service teacher training, virtual school and virtual 
university project, expansion and diversifi cation of con-
tent production and strengthening the necessary infra-
structure in education and research 

– internationalization: intensifi ed international coop-
eration at all levels of education; approx. every third 
higher education student is expected to take part of his 
of her degree abroad 

– improving mathematics and science skills: supporting 
the development of knowledge-based society, sustain-
able development, business and citizens’ mathematical 
and scientifi c knowledge and know-how

– continuing the policy of rewarding centres of excel-
lence and further developing researcher training: qual-
ity through evaluation and competition, further devel-
opment of graduate school system 

– strengthening the status of evaluation as an integral 
part of a steering and development policy emphasizing 
the importance of quality: monitoring the overall per-
formance of schools and higher education institutions, 
rewarding good performance in education and adult 
education 

Higher Education Policy Priorities
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Student exchange in 1999 ( polytechnics )
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University education 

Universities are undergoing rapid changes: the number of 
students has risen considerably and universities are ex-
pected to produce higher numbers of Master’s degrees and 
doctorates. In order to ensure possibilities for long-term 
work in universities the Government is committed to se-
cure the positive development of university core funding 
by legislation. 

University education will be reformed towards a 
more student-centred teaching method. The development 
of teaching and learning will especially capitalise on net-
work-based and open and distance learning. Teaching, gui-
dance and advisory services will be developed to promote 
individual learning so that they support effective progress 
in studies and enable systematic assessment and monito-
ring of student’s progress.  One of  the aims of the reform 
is to shorten graduation times, which tend to be too long 
in many fi elds. 

In order to raise the quality of university teaching  
pedagogical in-service training of university teachers will 
be intensifi ed taking account of the skills needed in the 
new learning environments. 

Use of ICT in education and research will be pro-
moted, and a virtual university will be established to pro-
duce high-standard educational services which enable stu-
dies to be pursued in every part of Finland through net-
works.

One of the main reasons for prolonged studies is 
overloaded basic degrees. The universities are now expected 
to revise their degree requirements according to the prin-
ciples of lifelong learning. To this end it is necessary to 
identify and defi ne the key knowledge and skills required 
of the students in a given fi eld. The principles for quan-
tifying studies will be revised to correspond to actual stu-
dent workload. 

Research and researcher training

Research funding will be increased to secure the present 
overall level of R&D fi nancing, and the  conditions for 
university research and researchr training and polytechnic 
R&D will be strengthened. The share of public funding 
will be gradually increased in the overall research input. 

In researcher training, the graduate school system 
will be strenghthened with a view to securing suffi ciently 
broad and varied expertise for high-standard research and 
for the construction of the information society. The gra-
duate school system will be expanded as the main track 
to a doctorate. The annual number of doctorates will be 
raised to some 1,400. Obstacles to women’s research ca-
reers will be removed. 

The Ministry of Education, universities, the Aca-
demy of Finland and other fi nancing organisations will 
take joint measures to create conditions conducive to the 
birth and development of research units of a high interna-
tional standard.

Research input will be allocated to selected targets 
on the basis of quality. Quality will be made a more im-
portant criterion in the allocation of resources between 
and within universities, and between individual researchers 
and research teams. Condition will be secured for the de-
velopment of new research fi elds. 

Measures will be taken to promote the commercia-
lisation of research fi ndings, the creation of new business 
and the utilisation of technologies for the benefi t of the 
economy and employment, as well as the publication of 
scientifi c knowledge for the use of citizens.  
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Polytechnics

The polytechnic network is fully operational on a perma-
nent basis from autumn 2000 onwards.  The polytechnic 
reform will be evaluated  in 2002.

Polytechnics will be developed as part of the inter-
national higher education community, with the emphasis 
on their status as high-standard experts on working life 
and its development. The autonomy of polytechnics and 
higher education democracy will be strengthened simulta-
neously with relaxed regulation. Polytechnics’ project and 
performance-based funding will be developed. 

The polytechnic network needs some streamlining 
and the aim in the development of the network is to com-
bine units in an appropriate way and restructure it other-
wise, too. The network should be able to serve regional 
needs and to consist of cost-effective and effi cient enti-
ties. In order to better respond to the regional needs and 
SME sector, measures will be taken to develop professio-
nal postgraduate degrees and applied R&D jointly under-
taken with business and industry.  
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In an effort to improve higher education performance, 
considerable changes have been effected in higher educa-
tion steering and management systems. In recent years, 
regulations have been lifted and authority transferred from 
the Ministry of Education to the higher education institu-
tions. At the same time, budgetary and regulatory control 
has given way to steering of performance, backed up by a 
shift to budgeting by result and the development of evalu-
ation systems. A key element in Ministry-higher education 
institution relations is the consultation procedure by 
which the Ministry and the institutions jointly set the ob-
jectives for each institution and agree on funding levels or 
number of new students in case of the polytechnics.

University legislation and steering of the universities

The Finnish Constitution secures the freedom of the sci-
ences, the arts and the highest level of education. To im-
plement these principles, the new Universities Act (1998) 
ensures the autonomy of the universities and prescribes 
their functions, operation and objectives in general terms 
only. Within these limits, each university decides on the 
detailed organization of its administration and the deci-
sion-making power of its administrative bodies. 

The new framework legislation upholds the prin-
ciple that the various different groups of people within the 
university must have representation in its multimember 
administrative bodies. To enhance cooperation between 
universities, businesses and the rest of society, universities 
are entitled to accept representatives of parties outside the 
institution as full members of these bodies. 

The universities decide independently how their 
teaching and research are organized and on the formation 
of faculties and other teaching and research units. Faculties 
and other such units have a multimember administrative 
body with a membership representing the same groups as 
in the senate. External members cannot make up more 
than a third of the total membership. 

There are national decrees on the university degree 
systems of each discipline. The decrees defi ne only the 
broad framework for each degree (extent, structure, main 
objectives), and the  universities have a full autonomy to 
decide on the contents of each degree. 

The Ministry of Education and each university sign 
a performance agreement in which both parties commit 
themselves to certain objectives and projects and level of 
funding. The agreement is signed for a three-year period 
but the fi nancial  aspects are checked and negotiated every 
year. 

Steering of Higher Education 
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Polytechnic legislation and steering of the polytechnics

Provisions governing polytechnics are mostly laid down 
in the Polytechnics Act and Decree. The legislation deter-
mines such issues as the status of polytechnics in the high-
er education system, studies and degrees, administrative 
principles, eligibility for studies, free-of-charge education, 
and teachers. Moreover, the criteria according to which 
the Government decides on granting the operating licence 
to a polytechnic are also prescribed by law. 

A licence to operate a polytechnic can be granted 
to a local authority, municipal federation or registered Fin-
nish foundation or association. A State-run polytechnic 
can only be established on special grounds related to na-
tional educational needs. The licence granted by the Go-
vernment defi nes the overall framework for its operation, 
the fi elds to be provided, the teaching languages, student 
numbers and the location of the constituent units. The 
Government may also include a requirement for further 
development of operations or provisions. 

The management and steering of polytechnics, 
apart from that based on their operating licences, is being 
developed along the same principles as those of universi-
ties. Management will be based on the Government plan 
for the development of education and the objectives deri-
ved from that, and the consultations on results and objec-
tives between the Ministry of Education and the institu-
tions themselves. If necessary, the Ministry can make deci-
sions concerning the scale of polytechnic study program-
mes. 

The Ministry-polytechnic agreements defi ne the 
common objectives, the mutually agreed mission state-
ment, educational provision and various other develop-
ment objectives, such as targets for teaching, international 
activities, etc. together with the necessary resources. 
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Evaluation of education

Universities and polytechnics are obliged by legislation 
to evaluate their activities systematically. To emphasise the 
quality work of higher education institutions the Ministry 
of Education allocates part of the funding for the institu-
tions on the basis of their educational output. 

Under the recent legislation the Finnish Higher 
Education Evaluation Council (FINHEEC) is a suppor-
tive body assisting the universities and polytechnics and 
the Ministry of Education in evaluation matters and pro-
moting evaluation as an integral part of institutional 
operations. FINHEEC is governed by a twelve-member 
Council consisting of representatives of universities, poly-
technics, student organizations and business and industry. 
The members of the Council are appointed by the Mi-
nistry of Education for a four-year term. 

The Council organizes evaluations of the quality 
of education and also institutional, programme and the-
matic evaluations. Furthermore, it provides advisory and 
consultancy services in the implementation of evaluations, 
develops evaluation methodology and disseminates good 
Finnish and international practices to higher education 
institutions and the Ministry of Education. 

The Council also submits proposals to the Mi-
nistry of Education on centres of excellence in education 
and adult education to be used in determining perfor-
mance-based appropriations. Furthermore, the Council 
Secretariat may, as part of its contracted services, act as a 
consultant in other evaluation projects which are of social 
relevance and closely related to the Council’s work. The 
Council also participates in international joint evaluation 
and research projects. 

Although the Council’s activities are fi nanced by 
the Ministry of Education, it acts entirely independently 
of the Ministry and the higher education institutions in 
defi ning its action plan and in identifying the evaluation 
projects to be carried out and the methods to be used.

The Council works also as an accreditation body 
to extensive continuing education programmes offered 
by universities and polytechnics. These programmes in-
clude e.g. MBA programmes, professional development 
programmes and specialist studies in different fi elds. The 
Council is responsible for maintaining the register of the 
accredited programmes.  
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Evaluation of research

Evaluating research and developing methods of evalua-
tion are among the Academy of Finland’s main functions. 
This includes general evaluation work, evaluation of scien-
tifi c disciplines and research programmes, developing re-
search indicators and the evaluation of funding.  Both for-
eign and Finnish experts are involved in the evaluation of 
quality, effectiveness and effi ciency. 

Evaluation in the traditional form of impartial peer 
review by outside experts has always been part of academia 
and academic debate. Over the past few years it has inc-
reased considerably, partly as a consequence of the demand 
for cost-effectiveness. Researchers, research teams and en-
tire institutions and research institutes are being evaluated 
according to the results they have achieved. 

Once during each research councils’ term of offi ce 
the Academy publishes an assessment of the general attain-
ment level and quality of Finnish research. The fi rst “State 
and quality of scientifi c research in Finland”  reports by 
the research councils were published in  1997. The next 
assessment will be completed by the end of 2000. In addi-
tion to these state and quality reports, the Academy sup-
ports international evaluation of different fi elds of research 
in Finland and other evaluation activities. 

Higher education databases

Monitoring the performance of the universities and the 
polytechnics is one of the cornerstones of the present 
steering system. In order to have correct data on the insti-
tutions of higher education two databases have been es-
tablished, one for the universities and one for the poly-
technics.  The universities and polytechnics report on the 
attainment of their objectives in their operating reviews 
and by entering the relevant statistics into the databases 
maintained by the  Ministry of Education  (KOTA-
database for universities (http://www.csc.fi /kota/
kota.html) and AMKOTA-database for polytechnics 
(http://www.csc.fi /amkota/).

The databases contain e.g. the following data: 

• Applications and admissions 

• Students

• Foreign students

• Degrees

• Target number of degrees

• Duration of studies

• Graduate placement

• Teaching staff

• Other staff

• Appropriations

• Costs per result area

• Premises

• Continuing education 

• Open university instruction

• Researchers and teachers visit-
ing abroad

• Scientifi c publications

• Courses taught in a foreign 
language in undergraduate pro-
grammes.
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Operating expenses of universities (FIM) per annual accounts data, 
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 Financing of higher education

Funding of the universities

All Finnish universities are State institutions whose op-
erations are primarily fi nanced from public funds. In 1999 
some 65 per cent of the universities’ budget came from the 
State budget through the Ministry of Education. In addi-
tion to the university budget set by the State, the universi-
ties are increasingly procuring external funding and ex-
panding their chargeable services. The Academy of Fin-
land and the National Technology Agency (Tekes) are 
among the main sources of funding. Especially funds pro-
vided by businesses and abroad have increased. 

The operating expenditure agreed upon in the re-
sult negotiations between the Ministry and the universi-
ties comprises basic funding (c. 85 - 90 per cent) , earmar-
ked funding for national responsibilities and programmes, 
project funding and performance-based funding. Perfor-

mance-based funding is used to reward universities for 
high-quality education and research. The State university 
budget is allocated according to a formula. This formu-
la-based funding system has been gradually implemented 
since 1997 and it will be fully operational in 2003. The 
formula allocates basic funds to universities primarily ac-
cording to their target numbers for Master’s degrees and 
doctorates weighed by fi eld of study.  Lagging behind the 
targets is also taken into account in the formula. 



HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY IN FINLAND

A) Total funding of universities in 1999

65 %

35 %

Budget funding and building investments, total 5,815.2 FIMm

External funding, total 3,100.6 FIMm

B) External funding, breakdown by source 1999

17 %

16 %

15 %

41 %

8 %
3 %

Academy of Finland Tekes

Finnish corporate funding Other Finnish funding

EU Other foreign funding

32



THE FINNISH EDUCATION SYSTEM

33

Funding of the polytechnics

The polytechnics are mainly maintained by municipali-
ties or federation of municipalities. The polytechnics are 
primarily funded from public funds. The costs are shared 
by both the State and the local authorities. Of the basic 
funding, the State’s contribution accounts for 57 per cent 
and that of local authorities for 43 per cent. The funding is 
based on degree-specifi c unit prices determined per stu-
dent. A calculatory unit price is determined for each poly-
technic, depending on the fi elds in which the polytechnic 
provides education. 

The Ministry of Education grants project funding 
to polytechnics for major development targets. In recent 
years, project funding has particularly been channelled 
into the promotion of teachers’ level of education, interna-
tionalisation, development of library and information ser-
vices, development of information technology, and careers 
and recruitment services. 

Some of the additional funding granted by the Mi-
nistry of Education is awarded on the basis of performan-
ce, i.e. educational outcomes. The amount of funding to 
be granted on the basis of performance will be increased in 
the coming years. 
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Bachelor's degrees and Master's degrees 1981-1999
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Structure and content of higher education degrees

University degree structure

The national degree regulations defi ne the objectives, ex-
tent and overall structure of degrees. Within the frame-
work of these regulations, the universities decide on the 
contents and structure of their degrees in more detail. 
They also decide on their annual curricula and forms of 
instruction. 

The university degree system has been undergoing 
reform since the early 1990s. The decisions on revising the 
degree programmes were made on the basis of evaluations 
carried out by the universities and the Council for Higher 
Education, the objective being to set up broad, fl exible 
and internationally compatible programmes. 

As a result of the reform, a clearly subject-based 
syllabus was adopted in most fi elds. The new degree struc-
ture usually combines studies in one main, or major, sub-
ject and in one or more subsidiary, or minor, subjects. Stu-
dies are measured in credits, one credit being defi ned as 
the amount of work (average 40 hours) required from the 
student to attain the required objectives. 

Lower academic degrees (usually called kandidaatti/
kandidat) are fi rst degrees of the Bachelor level, and con-
sist of 120 credits (minimum). Higher academic degrees 
are second-cycle Master’s degrees (usually called maisteri/
magister). They consist of a total of 160 or 180 credits, 
or a Bachelor’s syllabus plus 40-60 credits. The minimum 

duration of full-time studies for a lower degree is three 
years; for a higher degree it is fi ve years, or a further two 
years following the Bachelor’s degree. In practice, the ave-
rage time taken to complete a Master’s degree is about 6.5 
years.  In medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine, the 
degrees are more extensive and take six years of full-time 
study to complete.

Studies in a subject (or a degree programme) are 
usually classifi ed as basic, intermediate or advanced. A 
lower  (Bachelor’s) degree consists of basic and interme-
diate studies in the major subject, including a Bachelor’s 
thesis, studies in one or more minor subjects, and lan-
guage studies. For the higher (Master’s) degree, students 
must complete an advanced study module and prepare a 
Master’s thesis in addition to completing the Bachelor’s 
syllabus (or in addition to basic and subject studies in 
a degree programme). Some degrees require compulsory 
practical training; for others it is optional. 

Universities have paid special attention to the pla-
cement of graduates and have developed guidance and ad-
visory services to promote employment. Faced with dwin-
dling job opportunities in the public sector, on the one 
hand, and growing international cooperation, on the ot-
her, the universities have developed more comprehensive 
degree programmes to respond better to the changing de-
mands of working life.



HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY IN FINLAND

36

Doctoral studies

Operation of the Finnish university sector is based on the 
unity of research and teaching. Scientifi c postgraduate ed-
ucation, in particular, is closely linked with the research 
work performed at universities and research institutions. 

In the new degree structure, students can start wor-
king for a doctorate as soon as they have obtained the 
Master’s degree. The licentiate is an optional degree, and 
is not offered in all fi elds of study. In certain cases, li-
centiate programmes may include specialist training. The 
aim of the Ministry of Education is to develop the Licen-
tiate degree into an independent and  more professionally 
oriented postgraduate degree which could be offered for 
adults with Master’s degree and relevant work experience. 

The graduate schools established in 1995 have gre-
atly increased the opportunities for full-time postgraduate 
education and the number of doctorates has risen conside-
rably. The students in graduate schools are paid  and they 
receive top-level intensive courses and research tutoring 
in Finland’s leading research teams collaborating through 
networking with other national and international research 
centres. 

The graduate schools cover all the main areas of re-
search. Together they form a network ranging from units 
concentrated in a single faculty or locality to nation-wide 
establishments combining the resources of several facul-
ties.
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Polytechnic degrees

Polytechnic degrees are higher education (Bachelor level) 
degrees with a professional emphasis. The starting points 
for the development of the degree programmes originate 
in the requirements and development needs set by work-
ing life. The degrees give capabilities for various profes-
sional expert positions in working life. 

Polytechnic degree programmes are either 3,5-year 
or 4-year programmes. Certain programmes are more ex-
tensive. The extent of the degrees has been determined in 
credits in the same way as in universities, and most of the 
programmes consist of 140 or 160 credits. Students have 
the right to exceed the standard duration set for the comp-
letion of a degree by one year. The average study time for 
those who graduated in 1998 was 3.9 years. 

The studies leading to a polytechnic degree compri-
se basic and professional studies; optional studies; practi-
cal training and a diploma project.

The Ministry of Education confi rms the degree 
programmes. The polytechnics decide on the contents of 
their curricula independently. 

There are plans to introduce a system of  postgra-
duate degrees to polytechnics. These degrees would be 
geared for those who have completed a polytechnic degree 
and have a few years of relevant work experience
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Both universities and polytechnics offer  a wide range of 
adult education services. These services range from degree 
oriented programmes (in the polytechnic sector) to profes-
sional continuing education courses (both sectors). Open 
university education has already long traditions in Fin-
land, and open polytechnic education is being developed 
by all polytechnics. It is not possible to complete a whole 
degree via open university or open polytechnic studies, 
but students with an agreed amount of open university or 
open polytechnic studies may be admitted to regular pro-
grammes in a fl exible way  and have full recognition of the 
earlier studies.  There are no formal educational require-
ments for admission. 

The activities of the open university and open po-
lytechnic are mostly funded using the allocations made by 
the Ministry of Education to the higher education institu-
tions. Tuition fees only cover study administration costs 
such as information, supervision, study materials and simi-
lar items. Fees vary depending on the teaching and teach-
ing arrangements, but in keeping with the aims of equality 
in education, efforts are made to keep the fees at a modest 
level. 

Degree-oriented adult education in polytechnics 
leads to the regular polytechnic degrees, but students’ for-
mer qualifi cations and relevant work experience are taken 
into account. At the moment, most of the adult degree 
students in polytechnics have a post-secondary vocational 
diploma as a basis for their studies. 

Specialisation studies offered by the polytechnics 
and universities are extensive continuing education pro-
grammes aiming at professional development. They may 
also count towards post-graduate degrees. Usually the ex-
tent of these programmes is 20 to 40 credits. Both univer-
sities and polytechnics arrange a wide range of short-term 
courses for higher education graduates.  Continuing edu-
cation is a business activity carried out by the institutions 
of higher education, and thus it is not free of charge for 
the students. 

Through their continuing education centres or cor-
responding organisations the institutions of higher educa-
tion are actively involved in numerous regional develop-
ment projects where continuing education and R&D fre-
quently join forces and act as an instrument for regional 
networking.

Adult education in universities and polytechnics
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Student selection procedure and criteria

Admission to universities

The universities select their own students, and the com-
petition for university places is increasingly fi erce. An ap-
plicant may apply and be accepted for a number of places 
at the same time. However, as for the selection procedure 
for the academic year 1999–2000 onwards, a student has 
been able to accept only one place leading to a degree, in 
any one academic year. The reform has affected both uni-
versities and polytechnics and has put study places to the 
most effective use. The differences between disciplines are 
considerable: the acceptance rate is highest for engineer-
ing, natural sciences and pharmacy, and lowest in the ar-
tistic fi elds, sport sciences and psychology. 

General eligibility for university education is con-
ferred by the Finnish matriculation examination and equi-
valent international and foreign certifi cates. A three-year 
vocational qualifi cation also gives  general eligibility for 
university studies. 

The selection is made by the universities, their fa-
culties or departments. Students can be ranked on the ba-
sis of marks in the matriculation examination and in the 
school-leaving certifi cate plus entrance tests; on the basis 
of entrance tests only; on the basis of marks in the matri-
culation examination and in the school-leaving certifi ca-
te. 

There is no national entrance examination com-
mon to all universities; – the existing tests serve the va-
rious selection purposes of autonomous universities and 
their independent departments. In certain fi elds of study, 
entrance tests are arranged in cooperation between uni-
versities or departments at various institutions. 

Admission to polytechnics 

Students apply for entry to polytechnics after general or 
vocational upper secondary education. The requirement is 
a Finnish matriculation certifi cate, i.e. an upper secondary 
school leaving certifi cate, a basic vocational qualifi cation, 
or an equivalent international or foreign qualifi cation. 

There is a joint national system for application to 
polytechnics which is administered by the National Board 
of Education. The polytechnics determine their own ent-
ry requirements and select their students. The selection is 
based on the student’s school achievement, work experien-
ce and often also an entrance test. 
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Number of entrants in polytechnics by fields of study in 1999
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Regular students at Finnish universities or polytechnics 
do not have to pay for tuition or for taking a degree. Adult 
education is, however, subject to a charge. Students can 
apply for fi nancial assistance from public funds. The 
granting of assistance is coordinated by the Social Insur-
ance Institution (KELA). The present system of fi nancial 
assistance for education was established in 1992–1994. 

Three forms of fi nancial aid are available to univer-
sity students: grants (which are taxable), housing allowan-
ces and loans. Study grants and housing allowances (which 
are paid to students to offset high housing costs) do not 
have to be repaid. Student loans are granted by banks and 
guaranteed by the State. 

Financial aid is granted for the duration of full-
time studies but is subject to a maximum of 70 months. 
At universities fi nancial aid is granted for 55 months for 
studies towards a Master’s degree. At polytechnics fi nan-
cial aid is available for 45 to 55 months depending on the 
extent of the degree. The remaining time up to 70 months 
can be granted for other higher education studies.  An ave-
rage study grant and housing allowance is FIM 2, 400 per 
month. The amount of student loan is FIM 1, 300 per 
month. 

Financial aid for adult education is granted to stu-
dents aged 30 to 54 up to two years. The amount of the 
study grant for mature students depends on the student’s 
income level before commencing studies, ranging from 
FIM 1,540 up to FIM 2, 800. In 1999 there were 1, 650 
mature students receiving study grants. 

Foreign students may qualify for fi nancial aid if 
they have resided in Finland for a minimum of two years 
for purposes other than study, or if they have a permanent 
residence permit in Finland. Finnish students may also re-
ceive aid for studies abroad provided that the studies cor-
respond to Finnish studies that would be covered by stu-
dents fi nancial aid provisions or for a part of a Finnish de-
gree programme. In 1999 there were 5, 227 students who 
received fi nancial aid for higher education studies abroad.  

Consistent efforts have been made to provide reaso-
nably priced rental accommodation to all students in need 
of it. Construction has been fi nanced mainly by State-
subsidized low-interest loans; local authorities have also 
encouraged housing production by making land available 
free of charge or on reasonable lease terms. Housing is also 
available for foreign students. 

Every university has a student union to look after 
students’ interests. Membership is compulsory for all tho-
se studying for a Master’s degree and optional for others. 
A nominal membership fee is charged. Membership entit-
les students to various discounts and services, including 
the services of the local student health care centres and 
student restaurants. Detailed legislative provisions govern 
the status of the student union. The unions have a natio-
nal umbrella organization, the National Union of Finnish 
Students (SYL).

Polytechnic students are members of SAMOK 
(national umbrella organization of polytechnic student 
unions) via student unions of polytechnics.  Membership 
in a union is voluntary. 

Financing of studies and the status of students
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In the organisation of research, the universities are re-
sponsible for basic research, but increasing attention is be-
ing paid to the relevance of university research from the 
point of view of the business sector and society. Interac-
tion between universities and companies in research itself 
and in putting it to use, has increased dramatically. The 
emphasis in university research and in its funding is on the 
high quality of research, and on the development of inter-
nationally competitive centres of excellence and researcher 
training. 

The key methods of developing the quality and ef-
fi ciency of the research system and its scientifi c and social 
relevance are to build multiple network cooperation and to 
increase quality-based competition in the targeting of re-
search funding, while ensuring a steady fl ow of basic fun-
ding to research organisations. Evaluation at regular inter-
vals is an essential part of the development work. Another 
important goal is to promote genuine two-way interna-
tionalisation of the Finnish research system. Cooperation 
is being increased between the research-funding organisa-
tions, the universities, the polytechnics and the business 
sector. Once again, the aim is to increase the effi ciency 
with which research fi ndings are passed on for practical 
use. 

Research

Apart form a slight decrease at the start of the 
1990s, Finnish research funding has increased consistently 
compared with the modest level in the early 1980s, and 
currently forms an estimated 3.1 per cent of GDP which 
is among the highest fi gures within the OECD.

Besides the recent growth in public-sector funding, 
company research activity, in particular, has increased along 
with the economic upturn in recent years, and as part of 
Finland’s industry’s rapid structural change towards know-
ledge-intensive and high-technology production. The bu-
siness sector’s share of research funding is estimated to 
have risen to almost 70 per cent in 1999.

The share of technological research and product 
development in public-sector research funding grew rapid-
ly throughout the whole of the 1990s, while the share ta-
ken up by Governmental research institutes for sectoral re-
search declined.  
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The Academy of Finland 

The Academy of Finland is an expert research-funding 
organization. Its function is to promote and publicize 
high-level research. It funds basic research which lays the 
foundation for innovative applied research. Scientifi cally 
topical research is given special emphasis. 

The Academy has four research councils, which de-
cide on research funding on the basis of mutual competiti-
on between applications for appropriations. They are: the 
Research Council for Culture and Society, the Research 
Council for Natural Sciences and Engineering, the Rese-
arch Council for Health, and the Research Council for the 
Environment and Natural Resources. 

The Academy funds Finnish research to an amount 
of about FIM 900 million annually. The Academy’s rese-
arch funding represents about 12 per cent of public R&D 
funding. Some three  thousand research professionals are 
working on research projects funded by the Academy. 

The Academy funds the scientifi c work of resear-
chers and research teams at universities and research insti-
tutes by means of research appropriations, research posts 
and grants. About 80 per cent of research funding goes to 
research at universities. Almost 10 per cent is allocated to 
researchers’ work abroad. In 1998, 7 per cent of funding 
went to Governmental research institutes.   

In terms of creating favourable environments for 
research, the centres-of-excellence policy is an essential tool 
for enhancing and maintaining quality. The size of units 
depends on the particular fi eld. Every positive and creative 
research environment is entitled to apply for work alloca-

ted to centres of excellence. When successful, the policy 
will both ensure suffi cient resources for the best research 
teams and create favourable conditions for the emergence 
of new centres. The centres require long-term funding 
from their backers, the Academy and other funding bo-
dies. Their share of Academy funding is about 20 per cent. 
The number of centres of excellence active in 2000-2005 
is 26. 

Research programmes are a growing form of Aca-
demy funding. They differ from other Academy-funded 
research in that they have a given problem to start with. 
Their aim is to boost new, rising, or relapsed yet important 
areas of research or to answer a particular social need. In 
the future, special emphasis will be given to multi- and 
interdisciplinary approaches.

In order to develop career opportunities for young 
researchers the Academy has also set up three-year posts 
for post-doctoral researchers and two-year positions for re-
search teams for the same purpose. On an annual level, the 
system will provide some 20 per cent of new doctors with 
an opportunity to continue their research immediately. 

In developing research careers special attention has 
been paid to problems concerning woman researchers. The 
Academy of Finland has taken measures to alleviate the 
shortcomings in evaluating research applications, in allo-
cating funds, in the situation of young researchers and re-
seacher families, and in attitude education. 
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Research at universities 

In 1999 the universities spent over FIM 4 100 million on 
research, providing 50 per cent of the funding from their 
own budgets.  The contribution made by external funding 
to university research has increased both quantitatively 
and proportionally. It is an essential consideration, how-
ever, that external research funding should help the uni-
versities to fulfi l their primary functions. The most impor-
tant sources of external funding are the Academy of Fin-
land and the National Technology Agency (Tekes). The in-
ternational contribution to research funding has also in-
creased, primarily because of EU research programmes. 
The importance of external research funding varies con-
siderably from one university to another. In 1998 its con-
tribution to technology and to medicine  was clearly larg-
est, at over 60 per cent. 

The largest fi elds of research at Finnish universities 
are technology and the natural sciences, which receive al-
most half of university research spending. 

Expanding and strengthening research is a key area 
for developing the university sector. The aim is to guaran-
tee the prerequisites for basic research and lay the foun-
dations for a strong, internationally top-level research en-
vironment. The universities are expected to concentrate 
their research activities on their special fi elds of expertise. 
Funding is thus targeted to create and develop centres of 
excellence in research, with support from the Ministry of 
Education, the Academy of Finland and other funding 
providers The most important reforms in scientifi c policy 
in the 1990s included the reform of researcher training 
which started halfway through the decade with the aid of 

the ’graduate school’ system. As a continuation of this a 
post-doctoral researcher training system was launched to 
further develop a researcher’s career, and promote the furt-
her training of talented people who have just received their 
doctorates as professional researchers. 

Over the last ten years, cooperation between the 
universities and the business sector has become much clo-
ser. The dissemination of research results for use by busi-
ness has been advanced by targeting research funding and 
various other mechanisms. The special emphasis in uni-
versity funding has been on rapidly developing growth are-
as that are also important for the business world, such as 
information and communication technologies (ICT) and 
bio-technology. According to the Government programme 
to increase research funding, funding at the universities 
will be primarily directed at extending researcher training, 
fi lling the gaps in research facilities, particularly in the are-
as of technology and natural science, and developing data 
networks and information services for research. 

The Centre for Scientifi c Computing, which is 
owned by the Ministry of Education, has the central res-
ponsibility for the high-power scientifi c computing requi-
red by the universities, polytechnics  and researchers, and 
for maintaining joint data network services. The universi-
ties and research institutes are connected by the FUNET 
data network.  Use of the network has been expanding 
continuously, more than doubling every year.
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R&D work at polytechnics 

R&D work of the polytechnics is being developed in or-
der to enhance the opportunities of the polytechnics to 
better respond to regional needs and to the needs of the 
SME sector and to promote regional innovation systems. 
The R&D work will be funded mostly by business and in-
dustry, public service providers and national and regional 
authorities responsible for funding applied R&D. Close 
cooperation with working life and high quality are the 
most crucial issues in developing R&D work in polytech-
nics. Extra funding is still needed to promote the infra-
structure of R&D work, such as personnel and equip-
ment, in the polytechnics. The polytechnics are expected 
to work on their own strategies in this fi eld, taking into ac-
count reasonable division of labour and cooperation with 
the universities. 
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Åbo Akademi University
International Offi ce
Tavastgatan 13
FIN-20500 Åbo
Tel. +358 2 215 4790
Fax +358 2 251 7553
E-mail heidi.granqvist@abo.fi 
http://www.abo.fi  

University of Helsinki
International Relations
P.O. Box 33 (Yliopistonkatu 4)
FIN-00014 University of Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 1912 2177
Fax +358 9 1912 2176
E-mail int-uh@helsinki.fi 
http://www.helsinki.fi 

University of Joensuu
International Student Services
P.O. Box 111 (Tulliportinkatu 1)
FIN-80101 Joensuu
Tel. +358 13 251 111
Fax +358 13 251 4098
E-mail intnl@joensuu.fi 
http://www.joensuu.fi 

University of Jyväskylä
International Offi ce
P.O. Box 35 (T)
FIN-40351 Jyväskylä
Tel. +358 14 260 1086 or 260 1079
Fax +358 14 260 1061
E-mail intl@jyu.fi 
http://www.jyu.fi 

University of Kuopio
International Offi ce
P.O. Box 1627
FIN-70211 Kuopio
Tel. +358 17 162 146
Fax +358 17 162 323
E-mail intl@uku.fi 
http://www.uku.fi 

University of Lapland
International Relations
P.O. Box 122 (Yliopistonkatu 8)
FIN-96101 Rovaniemi
Tel. +358 16 341 2208
Fax +358 16 341 2207
E-mail international.relations@urova.fi 
http://www.urova.fi 

Universities

Multi-faculty Universities
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University of Oulu
Offi ce of International Relations
P.O. Box 8000
FIN-90014 University of Oulu
Tel. +358 8 553 4042
Fax +358 8 553 4041
E-mail international.offi ce@oulu.fi 
http://www.oulu.fi 

University of Tampere
Department of Academic and International 
Affairs
FIN-33014 University of Tampere
Tel. +358 3 215 6111
Fax +358 3 215 6503
E-mail intoffi ce@uta.fi 
http://www.uta.fi 

University of Turku
International Offi ce
FIN-20014 University of Turku
Tel. +358 2 333 6582
Fax +358 2 333 6370
E-mail: international@utu.fi 
http://www.utu.fi 

University of Vaasa
International Affairs’ Offi ce
P.O. Box 700
FIN-65101 Vaasa
Tel. +358 6 324 8223 or 324 8225
Fax +358 6 324 8179
E-mail international.affairs@uwasa.fi 
http://www.uwasa.fi 
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Helsinki University of Technology
Offi ce for International Affairs
P.O. Box 1100 (Otakaari 1, Espoo)
FIN-02015 HUT
Tel. +358 9 4511
Fax +358 9 451 5332
E-mail international@hut.fi 
http://www.hut.fi 

Lappeenranta University of Technology
International Offi ce
P.O. Box 20
FIN-53851 Lappeenranta
Tel. +358 5 621 2920
Fax +358 5 621 2929
E-mail ibtm@lut.fi 
http://www.lut.fi 

Tampere University of Technology
International Offi ce
P.O. Box 527
FIN-33101 Tampere
Tel. +358 3 365 2447
Fax +358 3 365 2640
E-mail interoff@tut.fi 
http://www.tut.fi 

Hanken Swedish School of Economics and 
Business Administration
Centre for Research and 
International Affairs
P.O. Box 479 (Arkadiankatu 22)
FIN-00101 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 4313 3209
Fax +358 9 4313 3409
E-mail margareta.granholm@shh.fi 
http://www.shh.fi 

Helsinki School of Economics and Business 
Administration
Information Offi ce
P.O. Box 1210
FIN-00101 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 4313 8621
Fax +358 9 4313 8730
E-mail tiedotus@hkkk.fi 
http://www.hkkk.fi 

Turku School of Economics and Business 
Administration
Offi ce for Academic Affairs
Rehtorinpellonkatu 3
FIN-20500 Turku
Tel. +358 2 338 3206
Fax +358 2 338 3270
E-mail opintotoimisto@tukkk.fi 
http://www.tukkk.fi 

Universities of Technology Schools of Economics and
Business Administration
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Academy of Fine Arts
Yrjönkatu 18
FIN-00120 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 680 3320
Fax +358 9 6803 3260
E-mail kanslia@kuva.fi 
http://www.kuva.fi 

Sibelius Academy
P.O. Box 86 (Töölönkatu 28)
FIN-00251 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 405 441
Fax +358 9 405 4643
E-mail international@siba.fi 
http://www.siba.fi 

Art Academies

Theatre Academy
P.O. Box 163 (Haapaniemenkatu 6)
FIN-00531 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 4313 6263
Fax +358 9 4313 6200
E-mail katja.kiviharju@teak.fi 
http://www.teak.fi 

University of Art and Design Helsinki UIAH
International Affairs
Hämeentie 135 C
FIN-00560 Helsinki 
Tel. +358 9 7563 0534 or 
7563 0575
Fax +358 9 7563 0595
E-mail iac@uiah.fi 
http://www.uiah.fi 
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Espoo-Vantaa Institute of Technology, EVITech
International Coordinator
Vanha maantie 6
FIN-02600 Espoo
Tel. +358 9 511 961
Fax +358 9 511 9988
E-mail education@evitech.fi 
http://www.evitech.fi 

Espoo-Vantaa Polytechnic
Laurea Building
Lummetie 2 B
FIN-01300 Vantaa
Tel. +358 20 578 7215
Fax +358 20 578 7200
E-mail intl.info@evamk.fi 
http://www.evamk.fi 

Haaga Institute Polytechnic
Student Affairs Offi ce
P.O. Box 8
FIN-00321 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 5807 8390
Fax +358 9 5807 8387
E-mail opintotoimisto.hi@hiamk.fi 
http://www.hiamk.fi 

Häme Polytechnic
International Relations Offi ce
Jaakonkatu 28
FIN-13100 Hämeenlinna
Tel. + 358 3 646 4401
Fax + 358 3 646 4400
E-mail margit.vaisanen@hamk.fi 
http://www.hamk.fi 

Åland Polytechnic
International Coordinator
P.O. Box 80
FIN-22101 Mariehamn
Tel. +358 18 5321
Fax +358 18 16 913
E-mail erik.hemming@atl.aland.fi 
http://www.yh.aland.fi 

Arcada Polytechnic
International Offi ce
Haahkapolku 3
FIN-00200 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 5253 2548
Fax +358 9 5253 2555
E-mail harriet.zilliacus@arcada.fi 
http://www.arcada.fi 

Central Ostrobothnia Polytechnic
International Offi ce
Närvilänkatu 8
FIN-67100 Kokkola
Tel. +358 6 825 2012
Fax +358 6 825 2000
E-mail gunvor.sjoblom@cop.fi 
http://www.cop.fi 

Diaconia Polytechnic
Hämeentie 31
FIN-00500 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 271 9945 or 271 9986
Fax +358 9 726 1092
E-mail jaana.viemero@mail.diak.fi  or 
irja.askola@mail.diak.fi 
http://www.diak.fi 

Polytechnics



ADDRESSES

57

Helsinki Business Polytechnic
International Offi ce
Rautatieläisenkatu 5
FIN-00520 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 1489 0231
Fax +358 9 147 063
E-mail annamaija.kroger@helia.fi 
http://www.helia.fi 

Helsinki Polytechnic
P.O. Box 166 (Bulevardi 31)
FIN-00181 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 3108 0503
Fax +358 9 3108 0509
E-mail pirkko.kuurne@hkiamk.fi 
http://www.hkiamk.fi 

Humanities Polytechnic
Vanha Turuntie 14
FIN-02700 Kauniainen
Tel. +358 9 5404 2441
Fax +358 9 5489 6130
E-mail timo.sorvoja@akatemia.org
http://www.humak.edu

Jyväskylä Polytechnic
Administration
P.O. Box 207 (Rajakatu 35)
FIN-40101 Jyväskylä
Tel. +358 14 444 6611
Fax +358 14 444 6600
E-mail jamk@jypoly.fi 
http://www.jypoly.fi 

Kajaani Polytechnic
International Offi ce
P.O. Box 52 (Ketunpolku 3)
FIN-87101 Kajaani
Tel. +358 8 618 991
Fax +358 8 6189 9620
E-mail kajaanin.amk@mail.kajak.fi 
http://www.kajak.fi 

Kemi-Tornio Polytechnic
Central administration
Sauvosaarenkatu 4
FIN-94100 Kemi
Tel. +358 16 258 413
Fax +358 16 258 401
E-mail annikki.pulkkinen@tokem.fi 
http://www.tokem.fi 

Kymenlaakso Polytechnic
P.O. Box 13
FIN-48231 Kotka
Tel. +358 5 220 8231
Fax +358 5 220 8209
E-mail Ritva.Nyman@kyamk.fi 
http://www.kyamk.fi 

Lahti Polytechnic
P.O. Box 214
FIN-15101 Lahti
Tel. +358 3 828 2062
Fax +358 3 828 2064
E-mail intoffi ce@lpt.fi 
http://www.lpt.fi 
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Mikkeli Polytechnic
International Centre
P.O. Box 181 (Patteristonkatu 3)
FIN-50101 Mikkeli
Tel. +358 15 35 561
Fax +358 15 355 6377
E-mail ibmprog@mikkeliamk.fi 
http://www.mikkeliamk.fi 

North Karelia Polytechnic
Student Services
Tikkarinne 9
FIN-80200 Joensuu
Tel. 358 13 260 6409
Fax 358 13 260 6401
E-mail helpdesk@ncp.fi 
http://www.ncp.fi 

Oulu Polytechnic
Albertinkuja 20
FIN-90100 Oulu
Tel. +358 8 312 6006
Fax +358 8 312 6009
E-mail allan.perttunen@oamk.fi 
http://www.oamk.fi 

Pirkanmaa Polytechnic
International Offi ce
Kuntokatu 4
FIN-33520 Tampere
Tel. +358 3 245 2111
Fax +358 3 245 2360
E-mail Irja.Saarikorpi@piramk.fi 
http://www.piramk.fi 

Pohjois-Savo Polytechnic
International Offi ce
P.O. Box 6 
(Sammakkolammentie 2 C)
FIN-70201 Kuopio
Tel. +358 17 550 6367
Fax +358 17 550 6083
E-mail kvinfo@pspt.fi 
http://www.pspt.fi 

Rovaniemi Polytechnic
International Offi ce
Viirinkankaantie 1
FIN-96300 Rovaniemi
Tel. +358 16 331 2063
Fax +358 16 331 2061
E-mail polytechnic@ramk.fi 
http://www.ramk.fi 

Satakunta Polytechnic
Central Administration
Tiedepuisto 3
FIN-28600 Pori
Tel. +358 2 620 3013
Fax +358 2 620 3030
E-mail student.selection@cc.spt.fi 
http://www.spt.fi 

Seinäjoki Polytechnic
Keskuskatu 32 K
FIN-60100 Seinäjoki
Tel. +358 6 416 2779
Fax +358 6 416 2889
E-mail seamk.tsto@seamk.fi 
http://www.seamk.fi 
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South Carelia Polytechnic
International Offi ce
P.O. Box 303
FIN-53101 Lappeenranta
Tel. +358 5 658 6757
Fax +358 5 658 6758
E-mail virve.hakamies@mail.scp.fi 
http://www.scp.fi 

Swedish Polytechnic, Finland
International Relations
P.O. Box 6 (Fabriksgatan 1)
FIN-65201 Vasa
Tel. +358 6 324 2140
Fax +358 6 324 2110
E-mail elisabet.rantschukoff@syh.fi 
http://www.syh.fi 

Sydväst Polytechnic
International Affairs
Nunnegatan 4
FIN-20700 Åbo
Tel. +358 2 277 2040
Fax +358 2 277 2090
E-mail isabelle.bonnet@sydvast.fi 
http://www.sydvast.fi 

Tampere Polytechnic
International Offi ce
P.O. Box 21 (Teiskontie 33)
FIN-33521 Tampere
Tel. +358 3 264 7111
Fax +358 3 264 7238
E-mail international.offi ce@tpu.fi 
http://www.tpu.fi 

Turku Polytechnic
International Offi ce
Sepänkatu 3
FIN-20700 Turku
Tel. +358 10 553 5628
Fax +358 10 553 5791
E-mail int.offi ce@turkuamk.fi 
http://www.turkuamk.fi 

Vaasa Polytechnic
International Offi ce
Wolffi ntie 30
FIN-65200 Vaasa
Tel. +358 6 326 3111
Fax +358 6 326 3112
E-mail info@puv.fi 
http://www.puv.fi 
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University-level Military Education
National Defence College
Ms Kristiina Tengvall
P.O. Box 7 (Santahamina)
FIN-00861 Helsinki
Tel. +358 9 1814 6420
Fax +358 9 1814 6499
E-mail kristiina.tengvall@mil.fi 
http://www.mil.fi 

Polytechnic-level Police Training

Police College
P.O. Box 13
FIN-02151 Espoo
Tel. +358 9 838 8341
Fax +358 9 8388 3500
http://www.poliisi.fi 






